159. The Low House's guest house, which stood behind the Low House itself, 1907
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William Gilman Low Guest House
Bristol, Rhode Island

1904

Demolished

“The guest house which stood behind
the Low House by McKim, Mead and
White was a miniature imitation of that
house in its distinctive overall form...””
by Robert Venturi.

The William G. Low House, “the
highlight of The Shingle Style,” ac-
cording to Vincent Scully. One of a
kind. McKim, Mead & White closed a
chapter with this. The Low House was
therefore seen as the climax of The
Shingle Style. However, the adjacent
guest house has really stood in the Low
House shadows.

Only mentioned ones in a publication,
the guest house does not get the recog-
nition it deserves. The house’s archi-
tecture is an example of how to design
a guest house that reflects everything
the main house stands for.

Where the Low House’s interior was
simplified through the years, the guest
house’s interior has remained original.
The details shown here are remarkeble.
It gives it’s visitor a satisfied feeling,
knowing it is staying in a just represen-
tation of its host in every true form.

3 Quote optained from the book “Complexity and
Contradiction in Architecture”, by Robert Venturi
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160. Floor plan

161. east-side view

162. north-side view

163. south-side view
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164. west-side view
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