
a  p l a c e  w e r e  i n t e l e c t u a l  g r o w i n g  i s  m a d e  a v a i l a b l e  c o m b i n e d 
w i t h  f u n ,  s o c i a l  c o n n e c t i o n s  a n d  c o m m u n i t y  b u i l d i n g

I  be l ieve  a  jus t  c i ty  i s  a  p lace  where  everybody has  an  equa l  r ight  to 
the  c i ty.  Schoo l ing ,  job  oppor tun i t ies ,  hous ing. . .  shou ld  be  ava i lab le  fo r 
everybody in  the  c i ty.  Espec ia l l y  fo r  peop le  who are  bound to  the  c i ty 
they  were  born  in .  There  shou ld  a lways  be  equa l  oppor tun i ty  to  move 
forward  and use  the  c i ty  fo r  your  persona l  needs .  

•  63% of  popu la t ion  i s 
b lack

•  Unemploymet  ra te  in 
P ig town i s  15%

• 35% of  ba l t imore  l i ves  in 
pover ty

N o w
The bu i ld ing  i s  an  o ld  indust r ia l 
bu i ld ing .  I t  used to  house  The 
Burch  Company,  a  supp l ie r  o f 
g lass  w indows.  I t  i s  a  reminder 
o f  the  booming indust r ia l  e ra  o f 
Ba l t imore .  Reus ing  the  bu i ld ing  he lps 
remember ing  the  past  o f  the  c i ty  and 
shows that  there  i s  a  way forward. 

F o c a l  p o i n t 
The pro jec t  s tar ts  w i th 
mak ing a  center  po in t  in 
the  ne ighborhood.  Mak ing 
a  bu i ld ing  that  i s  h igher 
than i t s  sur round ings , 
c reates  a  foca l  po in t  in  the 
ne ighborhood. 

L i g h t i n g 
Chang ing the  funct ion  o f  an 
indust r ia l  bu i ld ing  to  a  soc ia l 
funct ion  requ i res  some changes 
in  the  facade.  The most 
impor tant  goa l  i s  to  le t  more 
l ight  ins ide  so  the  bu i ld ing  has 
more  qua l i ty  o f  l i f e  ins ide . 

C i r c u l a t i o n 
The 2  ma in  ent rances 
enab le  the  two f loors 
funct ion  ind iv idua l ly.  When 
the  ground f loor  i s  used 
for  an  event  the  l ib rary  on 
the  second f loor  can s t i l l 
funct ion .

A c t i v a t i o n 
To  make 
the  bu i ld ing 
v i s ib le  f rom 
every  s ide  the  g lass  accent  i s 
brought  to  the  f ront .  Th is  way 
the  bu i ld ing  ac t ivates  a l l  the 
pub l i c  space  in  f ront  o f  i t .  
    

Old

J U S T  C I T Y L o c a t i o n

 F r o m  o l d  t o  n e w

L i b r a r y  o f  t h i n g s  t o  d o

Reading with a view

Reading with a view

Reading with a view

Reading with a view

Reading on nets

Multi functional 
podium

Kids reading cornerComputer area

Private study space

Private meeting room

Workshop/aterlier

Entrance supplies

Workshop/kitchen

Flexible ‘room’ music

Flexible ‘room’ yoga

Movable walls/seats

Bathroom

Bar/cafetaria

Podium stairs

Podium stairs

Print service

Baltimore

B a lt i m o r e  i n  n u m b e r s
African American (Blue) Low income (Lighter) Unimployment (red)

I WAS MADE FOR THE 
LIBRARY, NOT TE 
CLASSROOM. THE 
CLASSROOM WAS A 
JAIL OF OTHER PEOPLE’S 
INTEREST. THE LIBRARY 
WAS OPEN, UNENDING, 
FREE.”

Ta-Nehisi Coates

There  are  very  l i t t l e  l i b rar ies  in  the 
ne ighborhood o f  P ig tow.  L ib rar ies  have the 
potent ia l  to  change some o f  the  prob lems in 
P ig town.  They make funct ions  as  in ternet , 
educat ion ,  pr in t ing ,  read ing,  . . .  ava i lab le . 
That  way peop le  are  ab le  to  app ly  fo r  a  job 
or  app ly  fo r  a  dr ivers  l i cense  for  example . 
Someth ing  that  i s  needed to  move forward 
out  o f  a  prob lemat i c  s i tuat ion .
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Better walking connection

Pigtown

Activating corners as 
social control

Better connection 
between social functions

Library of things to do

Churches

Schools
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Multi functional podium

Enctrance library side

Kids reading corner and computer area

View from 3rd floor

Print services

Entrance ground floor, bar and stairs

Entrance community floor with bar on the right

S-04

S-07

1st floor

Ground floor


