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Living in het Oude Westen means living nearby the city center (easily accessible), but 
without having the overcrowded streets.

The sometimes quiet but diverse neighborhood needs liveliness; urban revitalization 
turns the open public spaces into places to stay and not just ‘passer-by’ places, encour-
aging social interaction between the different people.

The public spaces and the building should be considered as a whole, strengthening each 
other through its amenities.

Together they function as a social activator, in the heart of the neighborhood.

The ‘ensemble’ of the building and the public space together, should become the new 
‘face’ of het Oude Westen, representing the diversity of het Oude Westen.

Every person should feel at home and ease in this ‘community building’, it should be a 
centrally located hotspot which is easily accessible for everyone.

All necessary amenities within the old Gaffel-building and the Odeon, which contrib-
ute to the well-being and relationship of the community, should be integrated in the 
new building.

These amenities offer the possibility to connect different parties who have the same 
goal in improving the community of het Oude Westen (i.e. Aktiegroep, local people 
who contribute something to the community)

Together with the spare-time amenities, this results into het Oude Westen being a 
place where young children/people can grow up safely and become a successful person.

Besides multiple amenities, the building also consists of housing. The new building 
should provide good housing (in terms of housing type and size) with a healthy living 
environment.
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