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FACTS

- Galapago means tortoise in old spanish

- Biggest tortoise in the world

- Can grow 100+ years old
(Oldest known specimen between 150-255 y.o.)

- Can grow more than 1,5m length

- Endangered species



Natural habitat
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The terrain the tortoise traverses varies wildly. This will be reflected in the design of the enclosure
by emphasizing different environments.

Scalesia zone

Arid zone

The tortoise migrates in between the 3 lower zones

Transition zone



Different perspectives
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Uninterrupted lines of sight

Modulating the landscape in such a way will allow the visitor to experience different  
perspectives and angles opposed to all-encompassing views.

Segmented views of the enclosure
The traditional animal enclosure: 
inherently introvert & all encompassing

The tortoise enclosure:
A segmented, stretched out landscape with ambiguous boundaries

THE STRETCHED OUT LANDSCAPE OF THE GALAPAGOS TORTOISE
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BOUNDARY PRINCIPLES

Soft boundary: rugged slope with moat

Hard boundary: (semi) transparant boundary
 crossing through - or part of - landscape

Rugged, wet, part of the landscape 
or an abstraction of those qualities

Materials:
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Principles
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Migration paths of the giant galapagos tortoise

Migration

Ambiguous boundaries between human and tortoise Segmenting the landscapeImitating the stretched out landscape of the tortoise

Migration Breeding



Landscape of  the giant tortoise Path of  the visitor

Distribution of  spaces Inside & outside



- Scalesia forest
- High density
- Feeding

- Desert
- Low density
- Breeding

- Coastal zone
- Low density
- Resting

- Arid/transition zone
- Medium high density
- RestingLandscaping elements
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Logistics

Incubator

Hatchlings
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Impressions
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Fragmented landscape

With love

Dream

Kids

Narration


