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Open up Blaak

Analysis

Oinly thie plints of the neighbour
builings on opposite site have
pubilic functions, Intention of the
re-design s, to change this.

Blaak 28

“Twentsche Bank”
1950

Three of a kind

Bank buildings in Blaak

In Hotterdam Blaak is not only one bank buitding
which 15 monument. There are threa buildings in

e nesghbourtood, &l built inthe
exact same penod.

luchtbrug
1964

Blaak 34

“Nederlandse Handelsmaatschappij”
1947

Blaak 40

“Amsterdamsche Bank / Incassobank”
1947
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Facade - frontside
scale tofit

Thie wandows are in this design the
abects of interast

The height and iron framas make
the refation between public space
and buliding cistant
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The backsides of the buildings lost their parking functions,
due to the few parking garages behind they are nat nead-
ed anymore, Therafore come new teraces along the nar-
rowed strest, They are public space and point of attraction
for the new district beng developt in the neghbourbiood:
the wijnitoran

The cycling paths on each sides get wider: the car lanes
shrmk 1o two on each side - this saves space for the park
i thie middle of blaak Remembering that blaak was a ca-
nzl before WWIL the park is now place for students of the
art academy. Only a of the trees remains, but in intention
o more space to reach hizalthier roots and playful diversity

Extra zebra paths make crossing the strest easier

Isometric view
Renovation and new uses

Maimarchitecture remains. the “hchthof ™ gets
8 smart renavation. Mew and wider windows
rmake the upper floors of the building an ideal
place for exhibitions, and 50 the public piint.
The slim front windows make the groundfloor
narly transparent

Detail - windows

Integrated benches inside the
windows make the pedestrian not
only pass the bullding, it's inviting
o sit - ang watch what is happen-
irg inside

new
“wijntoren”

BB



LLessons learned

About Mono-Functionality

Bank bulldings In Celogne and Kotterdam have had glorious timeswnen
they used o represent fimance business - imagine:-people sitiing insuits
behinds desk discussing ralse and fall of stock markets.

Though time ¢changed, office units got smaller, envirement changed
The citiesdensified, but the bulldings stayed structural inthe samecon-

d | I l‘CJ m

A mone-functional neighbourhood et people nowadays rush through
the sireels passing these gems. And these places remaln abandoned

sfter five and'in the weakend

Necessity of well-planned public space
Contexts auring the econemic miracle were different, buildings stand
forthemselves, functioning inautonomy But nowadays these places are

lacking IR any visual relatienship petween publicspace and builalng.

In the end, this plans can get a large-scale value

A clever re-design can be starting point for the redevelopment of the
neighbourhood being valuable part of the city development.

Simply, takimg main ideas.of the designs and apply it to

buildings in similarcenditions, functioning as advising ‘recipe’

(see reflection).

Disclaiming that thera is no general solution, as every.case isan individ=
L d . y

1Y, conceptual

and spatial it is a helpful guide.

Cologne,

Tunisstrasse

Rotterdam,
Westblaak

Conclusion
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€@ Diversity of uses

WiIth a diverse program the buidlings inhabits a mix of users through the whole day:
Office workers stay from 9 to 5, art students work on their project until late night and for
the exhibitions visitors are present all day long.

This is a big add in value on the neighbourhood scale, and makes
the district less mono-functional

Reflection

[ e ] ground level is lowerd
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retation batween inside and “cutside” is possible

multifunctional details
make building part of public space

ground-floor is public
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© Public plint

Public plints create a relation between the building and

public space. And with wide windows and small intrigated details,

the plint offers the pedestrian an interior. People start interaction, and the borders be-
t_we-én public space and building opens.

wider sidewalk l

S=n— '| caleteria

podium + exhibitionspace l

€© Public funtions

Public functions in the plint are adding a public value to the building.

The radius of action for every user becomes smaller,
when main functions are located nearby.



