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The Neapolitan Palazzo as a type is not dominated by the 
façade but by the sequence of 4 elements that we see in most 
palazzi in Napoli: Portone, Androne, Cortile and Scale. The 
basic type consist of a central axis on which all four elements 
are in sequence. Unique in the Neapolitan Palazzo is the use 
of the Scala as an Exterior feature that gives the palazzo a 
face by providing most palazzi a double staircase with the 
slope across the cortile, wherefore the residents can be spot 
slowly moving up and down the stairs. 

Palazzo Ragni is apparently simple but extraordinary in its own 
way, provided with the most compact stairs in the extension of 
the central axis. The light intrudes the cortile in a beautiful way 
because the light shines through the arches by following the 
slopes, and by adding an third slope the stair became more 
airy. The Palazzo as a block in the city is interesting because 
the palazzo is detached and the façade is stepped that allows 
outdoor spaces on roof terraces.






























